
  

1  

     September 2018 

  Ascension Update 

 

Update from the Pastor’s Office 
 
Good Times 
I have loved you with an everlasting love; therefore I have continued my 
faithfulness to you.  (Jeremiah 31:3) 
 
Grace and Peace, from God, the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
 
Jeremiah, one of the BIG prophets of the Old Testament, has a special and - 
at least here - beautiful message for the people of God. Unfortunately that 
was not always the case. For the people of Israel had once more strayed from 
God. They became lost in idol worship, and weren’t paying attention to God's 
will any longer. So, God sent prophets to bring the people to repent. One of 
them was Jeremiah. His job was to tell the people how disappointed and   
angry God was with them because of their idolatry and negligence. And the 
prophet often had to pronounce God’s wrath and heavy-handed judgment and 
punishment for the people. He was tortured for his grim messages, and at one 
point even sentenced to death. 
 
Yet, now there is hope. 
  
In chapters 30-33 of the book of Jeremiah, the prophet speaks of a great 
promise that God makes to God’s suffering people: After years and years in 
Babylonian exile they may return home. Finally! Only a remnant of survivors is 
left. Israel’s ruling class is destroyed. People are despairing. Yet, Jeremiah 
sees a light at the end of the tunnel: God wants to make a new covenant with 
what’s left of the people of Israel. 
  

Now, what does this ancient stuff have to do with us in the 21st century? Well, 

we are the beneficiaries of this new covenant. God has made good on the 
promise to be faithful to God’s people, and to love us. And we live in the  
reality of this covenant. The promise has been fulfilled in Jesus Christ.  
  
But did God have to do that at all? 
No, God did not have to do it, for God is God and doesn’t have to do anything. 
God is God without us, and God is God with us… with or without us God is no 
more or less than God. God doesn’t need humanity to be God.  

  
And yes, because God has promised to make a new covenant. God has been 
faithful from the beginning, and over time God made covenants with Noah, 
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Moses, Abraham, David, and through the prophets – confirming that “I 
have loved you with an everlasting love; therefore I have continued my 
faithfulness to you.”  Otherwise people would have been lost.  
  
And out of love for humanity God has made a new covenant. And that is 
what’s so awesome.  
  
Because God loves the whole world, and all creation with an everlasting 
love, God has chosen us to be God’s people. That’s what the new         
covenant is about. That’s what Jesus is about. “‘Indeed, God did not 
send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that 
the world might be saved through him.” (Jn 3:17)  
 
And that is exactly what we celebrate every time we share in the Lord’s 
Supper… The new covenant in Christ’s blood – shed for you and for all peo-
ple for the forgiveness of sin… The new covenant that God made – not just 
with Israel but with all people. 
  
And what remains there but praise and thanksgiving and joy… A praise and 
joy that goes deep, and that fills us with profound gratitude. How can we 
keep from singing in thankfulness?  Through the life and death of Christ 
God shows us this passionate love in person, and draws us near. 
  
And out of thankfulness and praise we worship together and share in    
actions. We bear each other’s burdens through practical help and in    
prayer, for we are not alone, but joined together in the one Body of 
Christ. And because of God’s steadfast faithfulness, and great love for us 
we are called to do the beautiful and important task of proclaiming and 
sharing this love with those who need to hear that there is a God who 
loves them. And this is the Good News that we bear into the world around 
us, that we have a God who loves us “with an everlasting love”.    

  

God’s Peace to you all, 
Pastor Barbara 
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On the 2018 Synod Convention  by Bonnie Bjornson 

First, please accept my thanks for allowing me to represent Ascension as 
a lay delegate at the Synod Convention in Camrose in June.  This was my 
first time attending the conference and as I drove to Camrose I wondered 
what I was getting myself into.  I needed to be an hour early to meet Joy 
to practice for the opening worship.  I had no idea what I was expected 
to do, but when she asked me I said that I would do whatever was    
needed.   
 
So, I arrived in Camrose, registered and checked the agenda to see that I 
needed a time-turner as I was to be in two places at the same time: the 
chapel for practice and the hall for orientation for first timers.  I went to 
the chapel and realized Joy was busy with the choir and met Kate.  She 
told me to go to the orientation and she would run and get me from the 
Hall when Joy was ready.  And she did!  And what did I get to do?  Kate 
and I draped a beautiful glass cross around people’s necks with the words 
“You are a beloved child of God.”  What a great way to share God’s love 
and meet people!   
 
I found the table to which I’d been assigned and met more people.  One 
of my table mates was Pastor Darryl Roste, so there was one familiar 
face.  
 
The first session began with rules and explanations leading me to wonder 
if I was really the right person to attend a synodical convention. We were 
asked by Synod Council to keep in mind two questions: “I am hearing God 
saying to us…” and “I sense that one of the places the Spirit is inviting 
our Synod to join with God in God’s work is…”.  The attendance was  
announced to be 170 total delegates with 63 guests and visitors.  Then 
things got serious!  Bishop Susan explained the process of electing a  
bishop; potentially there could be five votes.  The first vote was a blank 
ballot and after we were led in prayer, the balloting happened.  People 
wrote down the name of the person they believed should be our bishop, 
and Bishop Larry was re-elected on the first vote.   
 
The mission priorities of the Synod are: 

- Spirit-Led Leadership,  
- Hope-Filled Discipleship,  
- Innovative Tradition, and  
- Collaborative Partnerships.   

Throughout the year congregations and individuals have been filmed to 
share their experiences with these priorities. Over the three days at the 
convention we watched these videos.  These were amazing and the first 
thing I want to say is, great job, Dwayne!  Thanks so much for sharing 
your talents with us. After each of these we met with our table mates 
and discussed them.   
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OFFERINGS CURRENT  BENEV.     DESIG. MIN. 
June 24    2690.00  360.00   160.00 
PAR       990.00  277.00   172.00 
July 1    3305.00          390.00     75.00 
July 8    2410.00  685.00   275.00 
July 15      531.00    87.50     35.50 
July 22    1550.00  265.00   180.00 
July 29      848.00  529.00   213.00 
PAR     1070.00  277.00   172.00 
August 5    1370.00  165.00     25.00 
August 12    2390.00  321.25     93.75 
August 19      659.00    74.50     31.50 
  
ATTENDANCE 
June 24:  38 July 1: 52  July 8: 61 
July 15: 33 July 22: 59 July 29: 31 
Aug. 5: 46 Aug. 12: 47 Aug. 19: 42   
  

Watching these videos gave me hope. I see so much potential for us at        
Ascension, but then also get discouraged by dwindling numbers and            
demographics. And these videos drove home a couple of points:  It’s not up to 
one person or one congregation! We belong to a larger body and whether that 
is other congregations, the Synod, or the National Church, we need to keep 
listening to God’s call and stepping forward in faith. 
(to be continued) 

 

Dwelling in the Word 
One of the things we have been doing this year is taking the time and rooting 
ourselves in the Word by reading scripture, and reflecting together on that 
reading. It opens us to up to one another and even more so to God’s presence 
among us! 
Please, come and join us for another Dwelling in the Word session on       
September 9 after worship.  And if you can’t make it, please, uphold the 
group in prayer. 
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Long & McQuade Choral Reading Fundraiser 
On Friday Sept 7th and Saturday Sept 8th, the Long and McQuade music 
company is once more holding a choral reading session at Ascension. In       
previous years, the money paid to Ascension for catering and hosting this 
event has gone to support such endeavours as trips by our youth to      
National Youth Gatherings, Columbian visits, and even to help pay for our 
new furnace! Council will be meeting in September again to decide where 
the money raised this year will be directed. 
 
We do need volunteers to be willing to sign up for a short shift to act as   
servers/hosts, and to set out coffee and lunch items, and to assist with 
clean-up Saturday afternoon.  There are three shifts: one on Friday    
evening, and two during the day on Saturday. Please see the sign up 
sheet/tasks in the Place of Welcome. 

Ecumenical Hymn Jamboree 
One Bread, One Body: an ecumenical Hymn Jamboree will be held on 
Sunday, September 9th at Ascension Lutheran Church. The Jamboree 
will start at 3:00 p.m. A free will offering will be collected. The offering 
will go to the Inner City Pastoral Ministry which is celebrating its 40th 
anniversary. 
 
A massed choir will be involved. Choirs will be invited from Lutheran, 
Anglican, United and Catholic churches to sing hymns old and new. The 
choir will be conducted by Joy Berg, accompanied by Terry Dunster.  
A massed choir rehearsal will be held on Saturday, September 8th at 
Ascension Lutheran starting at 6:30 pm. If you are interested in being 
involved in the massed choir, please contact Joy Berg at 
joy.berg@concordia.ab.ca 

A Heartful Thank you: 

To Pastor Barbara for all the visits and for being there for us. 
To all who took part in Ted’s Memorial service. 
To Parish Life for the luncheon. 
To all who attended and all the cards and messages. 
To all who made memorial donations to the church, Mulhurst Camp, 
 UofA hospital, Wetaskiwin Home, Stars, CLWR, and Alzheimer Society. 
 
Thank you and God bless you. 
 
Leah Book and family 
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Bishop’s Message - September 2018 

Dear Beloved of God – 
Immediately following the June 14-16, 2018 Synod Convention, the Synod of 
Alberta and the Territories was pleased to host a Global Consultation which 
included Companion Synod partners: The Evangelical Lutheran Church of    
Colombia (IELCO), the South Carolina ELCA Synod, the SE Minnesota ELCA    
Synod, ELCA Global Mission staff and the Synod of Alberta and the Territories. 
 
Bishop Atahualpa Hernandez from IELCO had requested the Consultation in 
order to further our conversation and deepen our expression of communion 
following the November 2016 International Consultation held in Peru. 
 
As we gathered, the consultation participants often referred to the Emmaus 
story of the disciples walking together and Jesus coming among them. The 
global mission’s accompaniment model is one of walking together in solidarity, 
side by side, practicing interdependence and mutuality, in service to God’s 
mission. The values of the accompaniment model are interconnected, and  
include mutuality, inclusivity, sustainability, vulnerability and empowerment. 
The core purpose of these relationships, this accompaniment, is God’s       
mission. 
 
The devotions one morning focused on Revelation 7:9-12, “After this I looked, 
and there was a great multitude that no one could count, from every nation, 
from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and  
before the Lamb, robed in white, with palm branches in their hands” (vs. 9). 
“Here,” shared the devotion leader, “here in this text from Revelation we see 
God’s dream of one global congregation.   Gathered are the Colombians, those 
from the United States and Alberta. One global congregation speaking a     
multitude of languages. One global congregation standing before the throne 
and before the Lamb. Here we see God’s vision.   Here we see God’s dream of 
one global congregation.” 
 
I experienced this one global congregation when together with Tricia (Ariza) 
Hoeppner from Ascension, Edmonton we facilitated our Synod Delegation’s 
journey to Colombia July 26-August 7. Our journey, primarily to the rural   
congregations and ministries of IELCO outside of Bogota, was life-transforming 
as together we learned of the vast and important ministries: seniors,          
displaced, marginalized, children through visits to three of the four IELCO 
schools, single mothers, deaf children and youth, after school meals and 
homework assistance, various congregational ministries…and most               
importantly, the significance of relationships…meeting with the leadership of 
the Lutheran World Federation’s World Services office, meeting most of the 
pastors of IELCO, worship, generous hospitality…one global congregation. 
 
Personally, I was refreshed through the journey and the relationship within 
the delegation, and the conversations with many friends previously met in  
Colombia…dear dear friends. And refreshed in the values of family and       
relationships, faith and hospitality. 
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Global relationships are complex, and they require time and attention to 
sustain, but how life-giving as together we live into God’s one global   
congregation dream. 
 
In Christ Jesus – 
Shalom, 
+Bishop Larry Kochendorfer  

Update from the Office 

 Regular office hours will resume September 4. They are 
 9:00 am-4:30 pm, Tuesday-Thursday. 
  

 The church directory needs an update! Please let the office 
know by September 30th if your contact information (address, 
phone number, email) has changed. 

 

“Uncovering Grief”  
This workshop will be held at Holy Spirit from October 12th - 14th. 
Uncovering Grief is a three-day workshop experience, designed to   
create a space of reflection and meditation on grieving, death, and 
faith. Highlighting the role of women of faith in these important life 
moments, participants will be led through participatory art projects, 
contemplative worship practice, guided sessions by faith leaders,     
lectures by academics, discussion groups, and more. Here is the link to 
the website: uncoveringgrief.wordpress.com  

http://uncoveringgrief.wordpress.com/
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